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District constituents, businesses, and groups bring ideas forward that often times become the 
foundation of the legislation we write. House Bill 2487 is one of those ideas brought to me by 
Garfield County Prosecuting Attorney Matt Newberg. Last summer, I sat down with Matt and he 
explained to me that our law enforcement agencies could use help in how they provide certain 
information to the communities they serve. Matt’s idea encompassed giving law enforcement 
agencies more discretion in how they provide information and notification to key groups, such as 
schools, daycares, etc., when a level I sex offender is residing in the area. Current law only 
allows notification by law enforcement, or a school superintendent, if the offender is attending 
the school. Matt saw a loophole and asked if there was a way the Legislature could help. 

Law enforcement agencies from every county in the ninth district met at the Garfield County 
Courthouse to bring their thoughts, concerns, and ideas to the table. We even worked with 
professionals that both monitor and help rehabilitate level I sex offenders to provide their expert 
advice. The input given helped me to write a balanced policy to assist county prosecutors and 
law enforcement in providing the level of community protection that is appropriate for each 
individual situation. 

The proposed policy would allow law enforcement to use their discretion, on a case-by-case 
basis, to notify schools, daycares, public libraries, businesses and organizations that serve 
women, children and vulnerable adults if there is a registered level I sex offender within their 
proximity.  

I am grateful Matt, and Deputy Jim Nelson with the Garfield County Sheriff’s Department, 
travelled across the mountains to Olympia to testify in favor of this policy. Matt even 
reconnected with his former law school classmate, Rep. Mike Pelliciotti of Federal Way.  

The House Public Safety Committee was fully engaged in our discussion voicing their concern 
and questions regarding the necessity of this policy change and the impact it may have on the 
anonymity of the registered offender. Our testimony proved that law enforcement are wise to use 
their training and discretion when they feel that public safety is at risk. I am proud to serve with a 
prosecuting attorney that carefully studies the law and can find areas where we can make 
changes that give law enforcement the tools they need to protect the safety of our communities.   

It was also an honor to have James McMann, Policy Director of the Washington Association of 
Sheriffs and Police Chiefs (WASPC), and Darell Stidham, of the Spokane County Deputy 
Sheriff’s Association, representing the Washington Council of Police and Sheriffs (WACOPS), 
testify in favor of this policy. Their organizations represent over 4,300 law enforcement 
personnel across the state. Without their support, I don’t think the bill would’ve had the same 
impact on the House Public Safety Committee members as it did.  

I am happy to announce it was voted out of the committee almost unanimously. It now continues 
to the House Rules Committee, where I hope my fellow lawmakers see the importance of this 
policy and move it forward for a full vote by the House chamber.  


